
Psalm 148 – Week of March 6 
 
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 148:1 
Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
 
 
Many of us may think that worship is something we do when the church gathers on Sunday 
mornings. Worship is certainly what we do during that hour, but worshipping God is meant to 
include so much more. Psalm 148 gives us a vision of worship that is far greater. Worship, this 
psalm shows us, is universal. The entire universe, everything that has been created, is called to 
praise their creator God.  
 
Psalm 148 can be divided into two sections. In the first section, verses 1-6, all the heavens are 
called to praise God. The call first goes out to the angels and the angel armies in heaven. Then 
the call to worship God goes out to the sun, moon, and stars. And lastly the call comes down 
towards the earth, commanding the skies and cloud to praise God. These verses make clear 
that the purpose of the universe is to bring glory to God. He is so worthy of praise that his 
praise is not to be limited to the earth. Verses 5-6 make clear the reason why the heavens 
praise God - because he created them and set them in their places. He created all the galaxies 
and he is worthy of praise! The existence of all that we can see in the skies, and all that the 
greatest telescopes can see in the depths of space, declares the glory of God and ought to 
entice us to praise him forever! Isaiah 40:26 reads,  
 
"Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
     who created these? 
He who brings out their host by number, 
     calling them all by name; 
by the greatness of his might 
     and because he is strong in power, 
     not one is missing." 
 
Regarding the angels praising God in heaven, you remember John’s vision of heaven, in which 
he saw how eager the angels are to praise God. In Revelation 5:11-12, John wrote: 
 
"Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice 
of many angels, numbering myriads of  myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice,  
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” 
 
When we join in praising God we are joining with this great chorus in heaven, in fact we are 
joining with the entire universe in praising God! 



 
The second section of this Psalm, verses 7-14, calls all the earth to praise God. This progression 
from the heavens to the earth mirrors the order of creation. In these verses the sea creatures, 
the lightning and hail, snow and clouds, winds, mountains, hills, trees, and all animals are called 
to praise God. We can easily understand how angels can praise God - they have voices like we 
do. But how do the stars and moon, plants and animals, trees and rain praise God? They praise 
God by their existence. These are elements created by God and reflect the beauty, creativity, 
and power of God. But also, could the God who gave voice to Balaam’s donkey also give voice 
to other parts of creation? Might the rocks one day cry out in praise as Jesus said they could in 
Luke 19:40? Just after the verses in Revelation 5 show above, John heard every creature 
in heaven and earth and sea praising God (Rev 5:13). What joy it will be when we can see and 
hear all creation praising God! 
 
Then people are called to praise God. And in verses 13-14 we find the reason why we are called 
to praise him - he is to be praised not only because he is the creator of all things, but he is also 
to be praised because he is our Redeemer. God revealed himself to his people Israel. And from 
Israel he raised up a “horn.” This horn is Jesus Christ! The greatest reason we have to praise 
God is because of Jesus Christ and the salvation he brings! So, let's not wait until Sundays to 
praise God. Take time each day this week to praise God for your salvation through Jesus Christ! 
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